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LETTER FROM THE
TAX COMMISSIONER

Nicole M. Golden

DEKALB COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER

It is my honor to present the DeKalb County Tax Commissioner® Office Annual Report. We
experienced notable changes at the end of 2025, and | am committed to continuing the
legacy of excellence that has made this office operationally successful and innovative. This
report highlights our progress and accomplishments while upholding our constitutional
responsibilities.

Throughout 2025, under the leadership of former Tax Commissioner Irvin Johnson, our office
remained focused on serving motor vehicle and property tax customers with integrity,
professionalism, and accountability. From in-person services such as tag renewals,
homestead exemption filing, and property tax payments to expanded kiosk and online
service options, we are meeting taxpayers where they are.

Within these pages, you will see that commitment reflected across every operational area. This
report demonstrates how we continue to deliver timely and effective services while maximizing
available resources. In 2025, we conducted 18 property tax information sessions to educate
homeowners about exemptions and savings opportunities, implemented a streamlined
contactless payment system, improved imaging retention efficiency, utilized auditing software
to identify ineligible homestead exemptions, launched a redesigned website, and partnered
with the State to offer driver® license renewals at tag kiosks in DeKalb.

As | transition into the role of Tax Commissioner, | remain committed to upholding the duties
of this office and supporting the dedicated staff who serve with compassion, professionalism,
and a strong work ethic. Public service is both a passion for us and an investment in our
community. | will continue to support our employees through ongoing

professional development and advancement opportunities.

| invite you to explore this report and learn more about the work
being done to deliver efficient government services to the
residents of DeKalb County.

With sincere gratitude, thank you for your continued trust in us.

Nicole M. Golden, Tax Commissioner
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Property Tax Division Delinguent Collections

The Delinquent Property Tax Division manages
the collection of delinquent property taxes in
accordance with Georgia law. When an account
becomes delinquent, the Tax Commissioner
may issue a tax lien against the property to
collect unpaid taxes.

A tax lien is a claim or encumberance placed on
a property that authorizes the Tax Commissioner
or Sheriff to take whatever action is necessary
and allowed by law to collect overdue taxes.

Filing a tax lien is also the first step in taking a
property to tax sale, which are held the first
Tuesday of the month from April through
December.

Outbound calls

> 21,360

Inbound calls

> 8,752

11,354

Liens filed for real and
personal property taxes

4,433

Parcels scheduled for
tax sale

4,192

Parcels paid in full before
tax sale

204

Parcels sold at tax sale

$1,232,6 07

Delinquent Taxes Collected

$3,623,593

Excess Funds Collected
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Motor Vehicle Division

The Motor Vehicle Division of the DeKalb
County Tax Commissioner's Office assists
vehicle owners with titling and registering
motor vehicle equipment as mandated by law.

The MVD collects applicable ad valorem
taxes, issues metal plates/decals, and
registrations to automobiles, trucks,
motorcycles, tractor-trailers, motor homes,
boat trailers, and mobile homes.

The Tax Commissioner's Office has
Motor Vehicle kiosks throughout
DeKalb County. The kiosks allow
taxpayers to conveniently renew
their motor vehicle registrations
and driver’s license/ID, and print
renewal decals. Taxpayers can
scan their driver's license, vehicle
registration renewal notice or enter
their tag number at the kiosks to
renew their vehicle tags, driver’s
license and identification card, and
pay insurance fines.
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Property Tax Digest

The DeKalb County Tax Digest is presented
annually to the Georgia Department of
Revenue for approval prior to the creation of
tax bills. The property tax digest is the sum of
all assessed values, after exemptions, of
properties to be taxed within the County.

The Board of Tax Assessors is the agency
charged with the responsibility of establishing
the fair market value of property for ad valorem
taxation purposes. This Board determines
property values based on recent sales and
market conditions.

Notices of current value assessment are
mailed to all property owners each spring. If a
property owner has disagreement with a
property appraisal, an appeal may be filed up
to 45 days from the notice date on the
assessment form.

Every year, the governing body of each taxing
authority establishes the millage rate, which is
the determining factor in the calculation of
taxes.

The Tax Commissionerts responsibility is to
calculate tax bills based on the values set by
the Assessor’s Office and the millage rate
established by the Board of Commissioners,
city Council, or School Board.

GROSS DIGEST VALUE

INCORPORATED
33,241,135,635

UNINCORPORATED
24,198,978,548

VALUE BY TYPE
REAL ESTATE
54,454,465,035

94.8%

PERSONAL PROPERTY
2,299,526,174

PUBLIC UTILITY
595,944,451

104%

MOTOR VEHICLE
83, 340,170

MOBILE HOME / HEAVY EQUIPMENT
6,838,353

% 0.01%
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION DATES

Vehicle registration: Expires at midnight on the first titled owner’s birthday.
Business registration: Expires at midnight on the last day of the month shown on the license

plate decal.

Commercial registration: Expires February 15.
Leased vehicles: Register by the lessee’s birthday.
New resident: Individuals moving to Georgia have 30 calendar days to register their vehicles.

PROPERTY TAX DATES

January 1 - April 1
January 1

April - December
April 1

April 1

April 1

April 2 - December 31
September 30
November 15
December 31

Homestead exemption online filing period.

Homestead exemption filing deadline for current tax year.

Tax Sales held first Tuesday of the month; no sales in August.
Atlanta homestead filing deadline.

Mobile home payment deadline.

Homestead filing for following tax year.

Homestead exemption filing for following tax year.

Property Tax First Installment Due.

Property Tax Second Installment Due.

Liens issued the following business day.

If the deadline is on a weekend or holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day.






https://eservices.drives.ga.gov/

	DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA OFFICE OF THE TAX COMMISSIONER
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	NICOLE M. GOLDEN DeKalb County Tax Commissioner
	DEKALBTAX.ORG


	2025 ANNUAL REPORT TABLE OF  CONTENTS
	Letter from the Tax Commissioner
	Retirement  Tribute
	About the Office
	By the Numbers
	Performance Overview Delinquent Tax Collections
	Financial Highlights
	Customer Service Survey Results
	Leadership Team
	Performance Overview Property Tax
	Performance Overview Motor Vehicle
	Community Outreach
	Looking Ahead


